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Synopsis

Frederick Courteney Selous 1851 & “ 1917 was a British explorer, officer, hunter, and
conservationist, famous for his exploits in Southeast Africa. His real-life adventures inspired Sir H.
Rider Haggard to create the fictional Allan Quatermain character. Selous was also a friend of
Theodore Roosevelt, Cecil Rhodes and Frederick Russell Burnham. He was pre-eminent within a
select group of big game hunters that included Abel Chapman and Arthur Henry Neumann. Going to
South Africa when he was 19, he travelled from the Cape of Good Hope to Matabeleland, which he
reached early in 1872, and where (according to his own account) he was granted permission by
Lobengula, King of the Ndebele, to shoot game anywhere in his dominions.From then until 1890,
with a few brief intervals spent in England, Selous hunted and explored over the then little-known
regions north of the Transvaal and south of the Congo Basin, shooting elephants and collecting
specimens of all kinds for museums and private collections. His travels added greatly to the
knowledge of the country now known as Zimbabwe. He made valuable ethnological investigations,
and throughout his wanderingsa "often among people who had never previously seen a white
mana "he maintained cordial relations with the chiefs and tribes, winning their confidence and
esteem, notably so in the case of Lobengula. In 1890, Selous entered the service of the British
South Africa Company, at the request of magnate Cecil Rhodes, acting as guide to the pioneer
expedition to Mashonaland. Over 400 miles of road were constructed through a country of forest,
mountain and swamp, and in two and a half months Selous took the column safely to its destination.
He then went east to Manica, concluding arrangements which brought the country there under
British control. Coming to England in December 1892, he was awarded the Founder’'s Medal of the
Royal Geographical Society in recognition of his extensive explorations and surveys.This book
published in 1894 has been reformatted for the Kindle and may contain an occasional defect from

the original publication or from the reformatting.
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Customer Reviews

This book written by African hunter and naturalist FC Selous prior to 1900 and describes his
numerous encounters with wild lions. It is written in first person and reads quickly.Selous describes
several encounters with the lions and notes that as far back as the 1890’s, the lions were becoming

noticeably fewer from over hunting.

Very interesting book well written and very descriptive. Not much book through. Took less than an

hour to read. Could have been twice as long.

Mr. Selous is an excellent author, big game hunter and astute naturalist...one should read all his

works and re-live how he saw primitive Africa before it became a hot bed for terrorists!
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